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City of Chelan – Library Advisory Board 

Minutes          October 14, 2014 

The Library Advisory Board meeting was convened by Pres. Mary Sherer at 4:05p.m.  The meeting was held at Chelan City Hall 

in the Vision Room. 

Present: Charles Sablan (ex officio member – Director of City Parks and Recreation), Board Members: Mary E. Sherer – 

President, Pat LaPorte – Secretary, Leslie Bowlin – Vice President, Karen Brown and NCRL Supervisor, Malia Tucker. 

Minutes: A motion was made by Leslie Bowlin – The minutes of the Sept. 8, 2014 meeting are approved as received via E-mail.  

Motion was seconded by Karen Brown.  Motion passed. 

Librarian’s Report: Malia Tucker gave the librarian’s report.  NCRL is interviewing out-of-system applicants for the Chelan Senior 

Librarian’s position.  They hope to have the position filled by November 1st. 

Updates: Leslie Bowlin gave a report on the update of Phase 1 of the Fireplace (Reading) Room.  Leslie is working on the design 

of a laptop bar with stools and the electrical needs for the project.  She is getting bids for construction of a bar and bids for the 

electrical needs.  The cost of the project is needed to determine the feasibility of the project. 

Leslie also reported that the Tech Policy is being reviewed by the City Attorney.  Charles Sablan reported that the City Attorney 

found a few legal changes that needed to be addressed. 

City Building Upgrade Procedures: Charles Sablan reported that since the Chelan Library is housed in a city owned building, 

specific procedures must by followed for building improvements or changes.  Charles is the first line of communication for 

building questions or inquiries.  Proposals that affect a city building are reviewed by the city’s Finance Committee, General 

Government Entity and then brought before the City Council for consideration. 

Poet Laureate:  A program featuring Washington Poet Laureate, Elizabeth Austen and Stehekin poet, David Kurth will occur at 

the Chelan Library on Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2014 at 7:00p.m.  Malia Rucker relayed that Elizabeth would like David to be the first 

presenter.  David will read some of his poems. 

NCRL/City of Chelan:  A synopsis of the discussion involving the Chelan City Council and NCRL director, Dan Howard concerning 

the new contract for operation of the Chelan City Library was shared by those who had attended the city council meeting on 

Oct. 9, 2014. 

The Chelan City Council voted to renew the contract presented by NCRL on Oct. 9th, 2014. This contract for library services is for 

the next 9 years. 

Library Concern:  A discussion was shared concerning the fact that public libraries are open to the public and the issues of 

providing care or a place for unsupervised children and youth is a real one.  The problem becomes one of providing community 

center services to a diverse population without the needed resources.  The American Library Association is producing a film 

concerning this problem. 



Budget Request:  Mary Sherer read a letter she will submit to the City requesting the reinstatement of a yearly amount of 

$1000, beginning in the 2015 budget, for the Library Advisory Board’s use.  The board is charged with managing a locally owned 

Northwest Library collection and our members are interested in enhancing and improving our local selections. 

Bike Rack:  The city installed the bike rack cement slab at the front of the library building.  The 12 slot rack is slated to be 

delivered by the end of Oct and it will be installed. 

LAB Board Position:  Rosa Cruz, an active library user and local CPA by profession, as been recruited to fill a vacant LAB position.  

Rosa shared the days and times she would be available for meetings.  If Rosa becomes a board member, the group agreed to 

meet at 10:00a.m. on a Thursday.   

Charles shared that board meeting times and date must be publicly advertised.  Charles agreed to advertise any changes by 

putting them on-line. 

Rotary Recognition:  A committee is still working on the solution to this issue.  Rotory members need to make a decision and 

get back to the LAB committee. 

Strategic Planning:  Charles shared that there is a Strategic Plan Conference on Nov. 6th – 8th at Evergreen St. College.   After 

attending this conference, Charles offered to facilitate a Strategic Planning day for the LAB to develop a LAB Strategic Plan.  

Such a plan is meant to guide the group for the next 3 to 5 years.  A working plan would be shared with the City Council for 

adoption.  Our library building issues and needs would be included in such a plan. 

Next Meeting:  A motion was made by Leslie Bowlin.  I move that we cancel the regular Nov. meeting and meet on Thurs. Dec. 

4th, 2014 at 10:00a.m.  Motion was seconded by Pat LaPorte.  Motion passed.   

The Oct. 14, 2014 minutes will be E-mailed.  Minute acceptances need to be done by E-mail. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pat LaPorte, secretary 

laporte@genext.net 

682-1172 
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